OLD SARUM AIRFIELD LTD
AIRFIELD SAFETY
Prepared for John Glen MP and Laverstock and Ford Parish Council
Meeting held 13th May 2016
Airfield Operations
The change in regulations relating to certain aircraft operations means that Old
Sarum Airfield is no longer required to hold a Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) Licence
for the activities currently taking place at the airfield. Although there are significant
cost implications to maintaining a CAA licence the airfield owners have decided that
they would only continue to operate the airfield to licensing standards. The
maintenance of the licence demonstrates to operators and the general public of their
commitment to operating to the highest safety standards.
Old Sarum Airfield has an Ordinary Aerodrome Licence issued by the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) in line with the requirements of CAP168, The Licensing of
Aerodromes. It is the responsibility of the aerodrome operator (Licensee) to ensure
that the requirements of CAP168 are met. The CAA carries out audits to ensure
compliance. The Aerodrome Manager is the person accountable for this compliance.
The licensing criteria are dependent upon the physical characteristics of the airfield
and the operational procedures.
Physical Characteristics
The physical characteristics are first defined by the licensed boundary of the
airfield. All of the property within the licensed boundary is subject to the
airfield licence. The physical features that are defined in the licence are:
The runway – the strip of land used for take-off and landing defined by its
width, length and longitudinal and lateral slopes.
The runway strip – the area of land surrounding the runway and used for
aircraft movements. It is defined by its size and longitudinal and lateral slopes.
The land within the licensed boundary and adjacent to the boundary must be
free of natural and man-made obstructions. The method of assessing the
significance of any obstruction is by the means of planes and surfaces
extending out from the sides and ends of the runway at defined angles. For
the licence to be maintained no obstruction may intersect these planes and
surfaces.
The physical characteristics of the airfield are audited by the CAA.
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Operational Procedures
The operational procedures are defined in the aerodrome manual which is
produced and maintained by the airfield operator. The manual defines the
responsibilities of all members of staff and all of the procedures used to run
the airfield. It is the operator’s responsibility to ensure that the manual is up to
date and the manual and the actual operations procedures are audited by the
CAA.
The licensing defines the equipment required and the level of cover required
for safe operation of the airfield including the fire and rescue service and the
operation control.
Whilst the airfield is open this determines the staff required to be on duty – whether
or not there are aircraft operating.
Commentary
Physical Characteristics
The CAA have been fully involved in the development of the proposals to regenerate the Airfield. All of the proposals for the changes within the Airfield boundary
and the development on the surplus land adjacent to the Airfield have been agreed.
The runway realignment provides a longer and flatter runway than the original
alignment which dates back to 1986 when the adjacent and parallel gliding strip
prevented the optimum runway alignment to be used. This change enhances the
safety at the airfield.
The new control tower will provide an enhanced view of the full airfield boundary and
a better view of the surrounding terrain.
The housing proposed for the surplus land adjacent to the airfield has been very
carefully designed so as not to intersect any of the planes defined by CAP 168 and
will have no impact on the operation or safety of the Airfield. The housing will occupy
land that has never been used for flying activity – the slopes and undulating nature
makes it totally unsuitable for flight operations.
The critical areas for aircraft safety are the extended thresholds of the runway. No
change to these is proposed.
Operational Procedures
The Airfield management will continue the high standard of operational procedures
to ensure that all aviation activities are undertaken safely. The Airfield staff have
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extensive experience of operations at the Airfield and are well respected by the CAA.
They have been subject to annual audit by the CAA since 2007.
The controls of flying activities that will be agreed as part of the S106 agreement will
mean that larger, heavier aircraft will not be able to operate from the airfield and the
number of aircraft movements will be at a similar level to those of the last two years.
Without such an agreement aircraft activity would increase very significantly and
heavier, noisier aircraft operations would have to be accepted to provide a
commercial return. Fewer movements with lighter aircraft in statistical terms will
ensure a safer operational environment.
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